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CHAPTER 1 

CULTURAL AREAS 

The culture of Poland is foun<l in four geographical 
distributions. First, an eastern and frontier culture, 
cenlred on two focii, Wilno and Lwów, but seen also 
in nurnerous towns near old castles and palaces all 
along Poland's border tovvard H ussia; not, hovvever, 
Russian in type, but the most eastern extension of 
true Polish characterisLics. That is, in its architecture 
and manners it is l�uropean, Catholic, and VVestern. 

The second cultural belt is cornposed of the some­
what prirnitive hut well developed and artistic native 
culture of the Carpathian Mountains vvhich constitute 
Poland 's southern prov in ces, its western flowering 
being the costurnes, archilecture, and whole way of life 
of the Górale, as the rnountaineers around Zakopane 
are called,and its eastern representation the picturesque 
llucuh, of whose houses, clothing, dornestic utensils, 
and native art whole books have been written. 

The third arnl richest cultural area is that con­
nected with the Baltic by the Vistula Hiver. Its southern 
glory is Cracow, ancient city of the Hanseatic League. 
Its modern capital is VVarsaw. Then beginning with 
Płock where there is a fine old cathedral come the at­
tractive mediaeval cities of Toruf1, Chełmno, and (�ru-
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dzi c1dz. Southwest of Lhcse lie the pro vince and city of 
Poznań, older, r icher, the very heart and soul of Poland 
and the Polish people, separated frorn the sea by its 
neighbouring rnaritime province of Polish Pomerania 
(Pomorze.) All of Poland's short sea coast on the Baltic 
lies north of th e rnouth of the Vistula . 'fhis small but 
i mportant area is composed of Gdynia and its neigh­
bouring Cassubian coun try, the Cassubians being an 
ancient Slavonic stock:. closely related to  the  ma in body 
of Poles. 

The fourth of these centres of a special and typical 
civilization is Polish Upper Si lesia, w hose Polish char­
acter six hundred years of Czech and German owner­
ship did not efface. Katowice is i ts chief town. 

The cultural areas are no t really quite so clearly 
delimited as this broad and general characterization 
may imply, for complex racia l  and historical elements 
complicate the matter, and there are groups within 
groups. A closer description of the eastern frontier, for 
instance, would take account of the White H uthenian 
group in and north of th e Pil1sk Marshes, and of the 
Ruthenian group farther south, some of whom some­
times refer to themselves as Ukrainians, a geographic 
rather than ethnographic term. However, the division 
of Poland into these four cultural areas, the eastern 
frontier provinces, the Carpathian provinces, the Vistula 
valley, and Polish Upper Silesia, is not w ithout merit. 
This is certainly a convenient approach to a study of the 
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different cultural manifestatiorts of the Polish spirit and 

of the various racial cultures developing during the 
past four hundred years under Polish influence and 
leadershi p. 

But notwithstanding the very real differences be­
tween the spirit, life, environment, and occupations of 
the people in these four parts of Poland  and the variety 
of historie and ethnic elements w hich enter into the 
determination of the various cultures, there is some­
thing Polish and even very distinctively Polish about 
it all as a national w hole, and it is to these more dom­
inant traits of Polish culture, traits found everywhere, 
that this  paper is chiefly devoted. So I shall either refer 
to or disregard regional differences as seems to be most 
helpful in specific instances. 



Town Hall, To ruń 

The Town Hall at Toruń is the oldest in Poland, the building of which was bcgun 

i.n 1259. It is a red brick quadrangle in the Gothic style. I1s rnagnificcnt interior 

arrangement was damaged by fi re in 1703 dnring the bombardment of Toruf1 by 

the Swedes. The seconrl floor is used for the Municipal Museum. 



CHAPTER 2 

ORIENTATION 

N ext to geographical location one thinks of culture 
as having directional orientation. That of Poland to-day 
is toward the Bal tie Sea and toward the West. One might 
say toward the W est via the Baltic, through the province 
of Polish Pomerania (Pomorze). Th is is Poland's outlet 
to the sea. Let us consider all that means. Tt rneans 
unstifled economic life, political independencc, a way 
to the rest of the world over purely Polish terriLory 
and that the most ancientl y Polish. Th is Baltic province, 
Poland's path lo the oceans of the world, is vitally 
essential to Poland for her economic life and for her 
status as a power. There on a Polish shore, at Gdynia, 
a new and wonderful port has been built. Toward it 
new railway lines are laid. There significant cerem on i es 
are held, such as the great annual Sea Festi val. The re 
its ships call and thence depart. Through Gdynia and 
Danzig 7 3 per cent. of Poland's foreign trade comes 
and goes. No wonder Polish culture to-day faces the 
west and has a seaward orientation. 

The direct causes of this wesLward and seaward 
turning of Polish culture are geographical, commercial, 
religious, and intellectual. Poland's (�arly commerce fol­
lowed its gn�at water routes, and its chief rivers flow 
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north and north-west. J__,a rgely along these waterways 
the country's products, grain, potash, wax, honey, hides, 
lum ber, tar, and salt, found their way to the markets of 
England, France, the Low Countries, Scandinavia, and 
even as far as Portugal, m uch of it passing through Dan­
zig. The west needed agricultural products, Poland's 
needs were for manufactured goods. The exchange was 
a natural one. The Vistula was the main artery of this 
traffic. The grain warehouses of stone along its shores, 
fourteenth century souvenirs, stand to-day, as at Kazi­
m ierz for instance, a testimonial to the size and organ­
ization of that commerce. 

Of all specific dates, the year 1 466 stands as the 
most significant in  this historie determination of the 
direction of Poland's dominant interests. In that year 
the Treaty of Toruń was signed, returning to the Poles 
land that had been in dispute between them a nd the 
Teutonie Knights of the Cross since 1 5 0 8, and settling 
them in Polish hands for the next 5 0 0  years, unti l  they 
were forcibly taken by Frederick the Great of Prussia 
in  1 772 and by his successor in  1 795 .  This was the 
province of Polish Pomerania (Pomorze) ,  a nd its re­
possession by Poland gave the Poles access to the sea via 
their own river and their own port, turning the great 
currents of Polish commerce seaward and westward. 

Overland commerce was less important, but it too 
was westward. The lodestone in that direction was the 
annual Leipzig Fai r, dating as far back as 1 1  7 O. 

10 



Later, w hen t ra vel for study and for ohserva tion 
a rose, i t  also went w estwa rd to the J an ds of higher cul­
ture. Toward the east there was less to attract one. 

RELIGIOU S AND POLITICAL FACTOR S 

Let us novv cons ider the religious situation. Christ­
ianity could have come i n  to Pol and from Constantinople 
in its Eastern Orthodox form, or from Home, through 
Germ any, in its Catholic form . Political expediency 
settled which of these it was to be. The Pol ish dukes 
of 9 6 6  A. O. chose both to be Christians and to be Ca th­
olics in order to depri ve the Germanie tribes of an 
excuse for invasions against the heathen Poles, and to 
gain the protection of the Popes. Thus the mighty 
agency of religion, reinforced by politics, gave Poland  
Catholicism, the Latin alphabet, and  w estern culture, 
instead of the Orthodox faith, th e Cyrillic a lphabet, 
a nd a n  eastern outlook. German pricsts and French 
monks, the earl y ins tructors of the Poles in Christianity, 
did m uch to strengthen these ties and establish the 
n ature and orientation of Po11sh culture. Ma terial civil­
ization and  intellectual l ife carne in over these same 
paths established by religion. 

lt is almost a thousand years since a Polish ruler 
settled that question as to which way Poland  w as to 
face, away from other Slavon i c  nations, toward the 
lands of Latin cul ture, but the developments of the 
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passingce n turies h ave w rought no change: Polan d  faces 
wes t. There were a n d  are other i nfluences beari ng 
upon thi s m atler. Poland on th e south is bou nded by 
a consi derable ra nge of mountains, risi ng to a h eight 
of 8,0 0 0  feet. lt has been sorne th i ng of a barrier i n  
that direct ion . To the east lie vast a reas of forest, m a rsh, 
and waste lan d. 

In govern m e nt, the taste of th e Poles has always 
been for dem ocratic fo rrns a n d  against t h e  autocracy 
of eastern l ancls. It is so to-day. Furthermore, in his gov­
ern rn e ntal p rocesses the  Pol e prefe rs evol ution to rev­
olution, and has  lon g  foun d  th e sources of his poli tical 
inspiration i n  the west. A n d  yet fu rth er, fou r  of the 
electecl kin g·s of Poland were chosen from S weden, Sax­
ony, a n d  France, n o n e  fro rn  the eastern lan ds; Hungary, 
frorn which coun try was ch osen the great Polish king 
Stefan Batory, is to Poles southern, not eastern. 

Nati o na l  psych ology enters i n  a lso. The Pole feels 
tha t  in the west, m oro th a n  in the ea st, he can find those 
q ua l ities an d ideas which will sup pl ement h is Slavonic 
equi prn ent and even correct certain faults whi ch he 
suspects a re clue  to his Slavonic o rigi n ,  of vvh ich subject 
rnore in a no ther  place. 

In great na Liona I crises, from the w est, if at  all, has 
come his h elp.  N ot frorn the near w est, i ncleed, for frorn 
Germany h ave issuecl since C h arlemagne the Teutonie 
hordes tha t  for over a thousand years have pressed him 
off his a ncestral l ands and toward the east. But in the 
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early nineteenth century, n1 the da rkest yea rs of his 
bistory, in Napoleon lny h is hope, and a century l ater 
it was the names and work of Hoover an d Wilson that 
gave hi m l ife. 

So much ofhistory and background .  VVhat of to-day ? 
Like a ll the world the Pole does i ndeed wantt o  sell goods 
to Russia, but his political and cultural interests d irect 
his attention to France, Eng1and, and Amerirn ; the great 
avenues of his present and future commerce l ie through 
Pomerania (Pomorze), through his ovvn  port, and onto 
the high seas ; his hope of continued freedom and  i n­
dependence centres i n  his Baltic provinces and their 
sea front. The three sections of his tom country, now 
happily united after over a century of separation as  
parts of three enemy ernpires, constitute a powerful 
modern state ; this  sta te, the Pole feels, will fi n d  its 
destiny in the vvest, recognized, honoured, and received 
into close fellowship by the Iands of Latin, Germanie, 
and Angl o-Saxon culture.  

To treat th is subject fully one should now give an 
a<::count of  the oriental influences w hich have bea t upon 
Poland, especially  since the Ta rta r i nvasion s  of the 
thirteenth cen tury, and down to the Bolshevik i nvasion 
of 1 920, a bistory full of romance and thrill. But whi l st 
these forces have bad important results they have never 
determined Polish orientation and therefore need here 
be no  more than recognized. 



Town Hall, Poznań 

The Town Hall at Poznań was built in the fourteenth century in the Gothic 

style, but after having been destroyed by fire in the middle of the sixteenth 

century it was rebuilt in the Renaissanct! style, under the supervision of John 

di Quadro, an ltalian architect. The picturesqne loggia, superstructure and 

tower as well as the ornaments of the reception halls were all executed by 

the same artist, 



CHAPTER 3 

LANDSCAPE AND CUL TURE 

In no country in which I have livecl or  travelled 
have I been so conscious of the connection between 
landscape, or the character of the countryside, and cul­
ture, or the character of the local civi lizntion, as lam 
here in Poland. Perhaps the observation of this is due 
to a certain development in me personal ly, perhaps it 
is an objective soci ological fact ; at all events, the people 
of the diff erent cultural areas as I know them seem so 
we11 to fit their environrnent as to be veritably a product 
of the soil and scene. 

Therefore a few words on how Poland looks. In 
generał it is a vast plain, broken a bit here and there, 
bounded on the south for almost its w hole length by 
the Carpathian Mountains. From this prevailing fJatness 
both the country and its inhabitants derive their name ; 
pole (two syllables) means 'field', a Polak is a man of 
the fields and Polska is the land of the fields. Now here 
do these broad plains roll as do our American prairies in 
places.They are uniformly flat but surprisingly enough 
are not monotonous ; indeed this seems even to give 
them a special character and charm. Centuries ago 
these plains were covered with forests. To-day they are 
largely cleared, with groves or replanted forests at not 
too infrequent intervals. 
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Now for the im portant exceptions. A hundred miles 
east of Warsaw comes the great Białowieża Forest, the 
lar gest primeval forestin E urope,full ofgame, including, 
until the late war, bison. Her e the Czar hunted in the 
days of the Russian occupation .  Farther east come the 
Pir1sk or Prypeć Marshes, m ile on mile, in the wet, 
trackless and tangled forests in vvhich thousancls of 
Russian soldiers perished in 1 9 1 5  as they retreatecl 
before advancing German armies. South of this the land 
rises. Y ou think you are going up  onto a mounta in top 
and are surprised that is has no other side. This table­
land is Podolia, Poland's small piece of steppe, cut w ith 
deep narro w valleys called jary. Soil so rich that w hen 
ploughed i t  looks like curled-up chocolate. Here you 
can see for many unbroken miles and see nothing. The 
land see ms treeless, houseless, bill-less. The trees and 
the villages are down in the valleys, by the streams, 
and do not appear until you are quite near. 

So much for the surface and the landscape. In the 
richer western provinces, Poznania and Polish Pomer­
ania, the land is well and scientifically cult ivated. 
Good roads, pleasant villages, fine fa rm-houses and 
manors compose the scene. Towa rd V\1 arsaw, more 
sand an d less cul ti vation of the soi l .  Heyond Warsaw, 
much poor land and inevitably a lower culture. In 
and about the ma rshes, i solation and very primitive 
conditions. This is the frontier. I t  makes me think of 
the American West many years ago. 
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Silesia, south-western Poland, is a land of mine 
shafts and foundry chimneys, a rich industrial centre, 
ending fart her south in beautiful low rnountains. As you 
go east these mountains become higher, rugged, and  
soon we enter the Tatras where live those mountaineers 
called Górale, w bose isolation preserved their ancient 
costumes and customs. Even more shut off frorn the 
world a re the Hucuh of the eastern Carpathians, with 
consequent effects upon their modes of life. 

Types of land have led to the development of types 
of culture. The things th e people made and used and 
wore a n d  did all varied according to the requirements 
and possibilities of the a rea in which they lived.  M oun­
tains m eant sheep and sheep meant wool for clothing. 
Flatter lands meant hemp and flax and another kind of 
garment. The kinds of clay available and the contiguous 
cultures determi ned Jocal pottery forms. Snowed-in 
mountaineers carve wood. T he hot su mmers of the 
Polish Ukraina induce loose linen garments. But a study 
of the co-ordinations of scene and civilization is a theme 
for a thesis and not for a short cha pter in a pamphlet. 
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Chopin Statue, Warsaw 

The Statue of Chopin by Szymanowski, erected recently, is a fine example of 

the artislic tendencies of restored Poland. 



CHAPTER 1. 

ARTISTIC EXPRESSION 

It is in the uses of m aterials that we find both the 
most obvious and the m ost enduring manifestations of 
that w i th in  a nati on  which we call its culture. In the 
universal fields of arti slic expression the Poles have 
rnore often been ada ptors than creators, but there 
are many things which are purely Polish ,  and where 
foreign forms have been copied, it has been with such 
a degree of rnodification that the result is Polish. 

One finds two kinds of villages, the old original 
Polish type with houses close together facing a road 
and long strips of land extending back from this double 
row of houses, and a type introduced from Germany 
in the thirteenth century, a vill age built around a town 
square. As these vil lages grew in to cities the town square 
arrangement prevailed as best suited to life lived in 
masses. These two accepted types of village life led to 
a rural culture quite different from that of A rnerica 
where farm-houses are scattered here and there in the 
rn idst of l arge farms.Villages are compact. The vil l agers 
graze their horses, cattle, and geese on a village com­
mon, and go a way from the village to w ork the land.The 
only th ing corresponding to the American farm and 
farm-house is the estate with its manor-house. These 
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estates are often vast ones, and  the homes built within 
them, splendid broad one or two storey residences with 
numerous out- buildings, or even impressive pala ces, are 
the centre ofa life of much social and intellectual beauty. 

The standard form of architecture, the great s tyles, 
allfoundtheirdue representation in Poland.The absence 
of stone in the Vistula Valley resul ted in the develop­
m ent of the brick Gothic, with many fine thirteenth 
and fourteenth century churches of that type from 
Cracow to Danzig, several notable ones being found 
in Toruń, and a small one in Wilno, such a gem that 
Napoleon spoke of taking it to Paris on a silver tray.  
W hen brick city-walls were built at Cracow, Torm11, 
Chełmno and so on, they were Gothic in style. A purely 
Polish adaptation of Ital ian Renaissance architecture 
arose under Italian inspiration, and as this carne in 
during the time of the arising of larger towns, many 
public bui ldings, notably town halls, are in this style ; 
churches arose also, with a happy deliverance from an  
over-supply of  baroque, a thing of  which i t  is easy to 
get too much. 

During the eighteenth century Poland was under 
French influ ence, and had a king who thought that he 
reflected Louis XI V.The result was a pr0fusion of pala ces 
i n  the French sty le, with large formal par ks, imitation 
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classic ruins, and a general W atteau atmosphere. The  
rich nobles built handsome palaces, some of them real 
works of art, this especially applying to some around 
W arsaw. The great manor houses are all adaptations 
of the classic Greek orders. Somehow they fit this 
northern land strangely w ell. 

Most Slavonic and Polish in their architecture are 
the w ooden churches dating back to the fifteenth 
century, found chiefly in the southern provinces. This 
t ype of wooden building is an old Polish order, the form 
in which the wooden castles and fortified cities of the 
middle ages were built. And I know a h uge wooden 
barn of 1 400 down near Cracow tha t  is an artistic joy 
to behold. There is not a single nail i n  the whole 
structure, for it is all hand-joined. 

A word more must be sa i d  abou t the magnificen t 
castles and luxurious palaces of the richer nobles, many 
of them possessed of truly regal estates whose vast acres 
stretched over huge areas. Owned by people oftaste and 
travel as well as  of wealth, these palaces became the 
centres of a richly splendid life. Some of them ha ve 
escaped the ruin of repeated wars and specially of th e 
Great W ar and the Bolshevik invasion of 1 920, and 
reveal to-day w hat were the heights of yesterday's cul­
ture. J have in recent years visited two, Podhorce, over 
toward Russia, a partia! ruin within, and Gołuchów, 
south of Poznań, in fine repair and so filled with art 
treasures that I wonder if there is another such private 
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Entrance to the Harbour, Gdynia 

palace in Europe. lt takes more than weal th to pro­
duce such things, and the Poles bad a nd have that 
essential. 

PAINTING, WOOD-CARVING, POTTERY 

Painting in Pol and developed a little late, and only 
in the nineteenth cen tury became significant as  com­
pared with that of western a n d  Latin Europe. But after 
1 8 5 0  there arose m en worthy of the best of continental 
galleries; pai nters of h istorica l  canvasses, landscap es, 
portraits, outdoor life,military scenes and the customary 
run of topie; and to-day th e rnodernistic painters are 
paintingthings j ust as strange as those of the rnodernistic 
painters of other lands. 
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Promenade and Beach, Gdynia 

A wood carver nam ed Wit Stwosz carne to the fore 
in Cracow about 1 4' 7 0  and by 1 5 00 bad carved h is 
glorious altar-pjece in St Mary 's Church in  that city, 
filled Nurnberg with beautiful things, and inspired 
Albrecht Durer ; quite enough for one man.  If his equa l  
ha s  e ver existed in Europe I have not seen his work. 

In 1 7 7 +the first Polish ceramic works we re founded 
in W arsa w, backed by King Stanislas A ugustus, patron 
of all the fin e arts. A few years later the manufacture 
of white porcelain was begun in severa! of the eastern 
cities of Poland, near the necessary deposits of clay; all 
these early products are to-day collectors' and museum 
pieces, beautiful things m uch prized by the Poles and 
by those foreigners w ho come to know these fam o  us 
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brands, such as Korzec, Cmielów, Baranów ka, Bel vedere, 
and Wolff. 1'he National Museum in Warsaw lists 95 
porcelain and other potlery factories i n  old Poland. 
I vvould not class these products with the wares of 
Sevres, Meissen, Chelsea, De1ft, and Vienna, but a 

complete bi story of European porcelain and faience 
m ust take account of them. 

Oddly enough, hundreds of peasants all over Poland 
learned the trick of fi ring pottery, and to-day pieces of 
m uch charm and sim ple artistic value are produced in  
quite pla i n  domestic factories ; 'people's pottery' it i s  
called. 

Rug m aking also beca me a people's art ;  the old de­
signs  are now being studied and improved, and kz'lz"ms 
of a special  Polish character are gaining a vvide market ;  
they are known for their quality, design , and colour 
scheme. 

Lace-making is also a native occupation ; beautiful 
hand-m ade lace of fine texture a nd excellent work­
manship is produced i n  many regions hut especially 
in Polish Upper Silesia . 

COSTUME, LITERATURE, MUSIC 

The Polish costume worn by the gentry of the 
seventeenth and early eighteenth century was one of 
the most beautiful in Europe. It is hard to describe 
costumes so that one can see them, and I shal l  not try. 
O ne item, h owever, i ndicates the quality and elegance 
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of this  handsome dress, the silk bel ts, or sashes, nearly 
a foot wide and ten feet long, w oven with silver and 
gold threads, valued now at never less than 1 OO dollars 
and frequently at 1,000 dollars. The land was rich 
and the gentry dressed the part. The peasant costumes 
which gradually evolved and are s till widely w orn are 
varied and beautiful . 

Literature and m usic, though not material things, 
are divisions of arti stic expression, and therefore belong 
to this section. 

As to literature, in Poland, just as in Russia, there 
was nothing of international significance before the 
nineteenth century. But in the very years that Pushkin 
was laying the foundation stones of H. ussian literature, 
Mickiewicz, also a poet, was doing the same for his 
native Poland. Now he and his spiritual successors 
Krasiński and Słowacki are wi dely translated, but 
m ore so M ickiewicz, whose Konrad IF allenrod I have 
read in  three different E ngli sh translations, and whose 
Pan Tadeusz I have read and re-read. The end of the 
century brought forth such Polish wri ters as Henry 
Sienkiewicz, Reymont, both of Nobel Prize fa me,Joseph 
Conrad, and Stefan Żeromski, all men of stature in any 
li terary gathering. 

Poles are not the musicians the Czechs are, where 
every citizen plays and many compose7 yet among 
Polish m usicians are numbered Chopin, Paderewski, 
the de Reszkes, Adam D idur, Kiepura, and other names 
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much at home on Metropolitan Opera House and 

Carnegie Hall programrnes. Polish m usic is in a minor 
key. The national spirit does no t burst forth into song. 
Its expression is more philosophical, literary and 
intel lectualistic, than musical. 

Of the plastic arts,sculpture remainsto be mentioned. 
Modern pre-war Polish sculpture has not interested 
me, but just now some really big scu lptors are at w ork, 
for instance W ittig, in s tone and bronze and several 
brilliant workers with wood as their medium, all in 
the modern spi rit. 

Modern western dan ces nre not culture, or at 
least so it appears to the eye ; but the old Polish 
dances are. The stately polonaise, the dashing mazurka, 
krakowiak, the oberek, and the brigand dance of the 
mountaineers, these are all Polish and I believe they 
are truly culture. Such certainly is  the march-like 
polonaise. Modern dances are replacing them, more is  
the pity ; yet frequently one sees the mazurka danced 
by young people with excited dash and enthusiasm. 

Several cultural tendPncies of to-day reveal Poland 
both as an old and as a young nation. The old deep roots 
of native or peasant art are sending up new shoots and 
expressing themselves in  schools of �culpture, furniture 
a nd textile design, decorative materials and m otives, 
and other forms. On the other hand, Poland as a vigorous 
and progressive nation, young in its reborn life, i s  
eagerly alert to  receive and  utilize the cultural products 
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a n d  inventi ons of other countries, such as a i rships, the 
ra dio, th e YMCA, hard roads, ta l l  bui 1dings, progressive 
education, votes for women, and sound banking. To 
be sure it sti ll hangs on to that quaint old eustom 
known as the gold stan dard, but it rnay yet gi ve this 
up as  oth er  nations have <lone. 

Here th en in relative1 y brief space I have touch ed 
upon m a ny subjects, i ndica ting somewhat sketchily 
som e  of the elements a nd phases of Polish artistic 
expression that have impressed me during the fifteen 
years of my resi<len ce h ere, things seen first w hen p ast 
forty wi th the sornewhat experienced but fresh eyes 
of a foreigner. 



Copernicus Statue, Warsau: 

The Statue of Copernicus, the model of which was made by Thorvaldsen, expresses 

Poland's homage to her famous astronomer, who was barn in 1473 at Toruń. 



CHAPTER 5 

SPIRITUAL QUALITY 

WhP-n one disengages the mind from more mater­
ial considerations and centres upon the expressions of 
culture as found in a distinctive spirit, seven qualities 
of the Polish mind and way of life at once crowd for 
description, all so true, so characteristic, so Poli sh ,  that 
one hardly knows  which to mention first. One finds 
them in daily contacts to-day and  recorded in all the 
past bistory of the Polish people. 

DEMOCRACY 

This is a deeply rooted principle in this land, an­
cient in  its origin, virile in its expression .  The old kings 
were elected by the people, and from 1 5  7 2 without 
regard to their being of a Polish royal family. After 
election they found themselves bound and guided by 
many democratically im posed regulations and with 
very little personal authority. An elected parliament 
determined the budget, made the la ws, decided w het her 
or not to go to war, and about maintaining a sta nding 
a rmy ; usually deciding both these latter questions in 
the negative. 

So dem ocratic was Poland that all during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries the determined 
protest of one mem ber of Parliarnent defeated any 
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St . .Tuhn's Church, Toru.ń. 

proposed m easure, the most astounding expression of 
democracy that ever entered into the la ws of any land, 
the famous liberum veto. Poland was a republic of 
freemen, each in political and social theory as good as 
another and equally available for the highest offices. 
There were no titles of nobility. All Poli sh titles except 
that of książę 'prince', are of foreign origin . 

This historie spirit of democracy is also the Polish 
spirit to-day. Once i n  m y  earlier years here I proposed 
a measure based on my Amer ican ideas of efficiency, 
only to be m et by an astonished 'But Mr. Super, that 
would not be democratic', a conclusive argument 
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Silesian Parliament House, Katowice 

against my proposal. One minor illustration. In popular 
organizations it is Polish eustom for committees to 
elect their own chairman, not to have the chairm an 
designated by the appointing body. More than once 
I have had it impressed upon me that certain groups 
must be permitted to choose their own leaders. De­
m ocratic procedure is an important aspect of Polish 
culture. 

TOLERATION 

This trait of the Poles one coul d  i l lustrate w ith an 
i mpressive wealth of historie and contemporary in-
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cidents. The two classic instances are the treatment 
accorded the Protestants and the Jews. Poland is the 
only great country of Euro pe where the Protestant 
Reformation was given a trial without war and without 
official persecution. Neither the people nor the rulers 
permitted anyth ing at all corresponding to the Inquis­
ition. 'I am not king of your conscience' said the ir  ruler, 
and all the influence of the government was on the si de 
of a fair trial for the new religion. And a fai r  trial Prot­
estantism bad, failing not because of repression but for 
the reason that it simply did not suit the Slav. This 
t reatment of Protestantism is one of the brightest gems 
in Poland's crow n. It continues to-day, as I, a Protestant, 
can testify . The result of this policy of toleration is, 
that probably novvhere else in the world are Catholic­
Protestant relations so good and wholesome as here in 
Poland. 

As to the Jews, Poland was the only country open 
to them in the thirteenth century, and i t is open to the m  
to-day. That every tenth person in Poland i s  a Jew i s  
ample proof both o f  historie and contemporary toler­
ation. Official persecutions in a neighbouring country 
where only one person in 1 OO was a Jew find no parallel 
here in Poland, where the actual number of Jews is five 
times as la rge as it was in Germany before Hitler. The 
active expressionofthis toleration ofJews to-day isfound 
in the late Marshal Piłsudski 's po1icy of getting this 
sorely troubled people the best possible conditions oflife. 
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Now Lhese great historie and governrnc11tal instan­
ces of toleration fin d their pa ralle l  in the da i ly life of 
the people to- day. Once I was at a meeting largely 
pro-governrnent and Christian, when d u ring o u r  dis­
cussion of poli cy one m an rather loud ly  procla i med 
himself as a com munist and athei st. The patient 
tolera tion with which his  views vvere received was 
typica l ly Polish .  Those were his opinions and he had 
a right Lo  them. Even though no one else in the group 
of thirty ba d the slightest sy mpathy with his points of  
view, they neither threw bim out nor insul ted hirn . 
I like the Pole for this ;  he wins my respect. He does 
not consider force an argum ent. He 1ikes to argue, but 
he does not shu t  you u p. Toleration i s  a real element 
in his culture. 

IlJEALISM 
Most writers speak of thi s  as the outs tanding 

Polish characterist ic .  The w ord is used here to describe 
a general valuation of spiritual and i deal considerations 
a bove materiał  ones, and a desi re to do things, if at all, 
in the right way. It also irnp1ies a sorne wha t  romantic 
and non-realisti c view of things. lt shows itself very 
often as  a tendency on the part of the Poles to l ive i n  
the world o f  the mind rather than i n  the world of 
rnatter. [ndeed, quite genera lly the mental eye of the 
Slav turns inward .  

The trai t  has  numerous expressions i n  da i ly life. 
The Pole l ikes a Lhing to be correct  in hypoth esis, 
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Podhorce Castle, Podolia 

and the practice to be consistent with the idea.  
He likes to see the outcome before he sets out. He 
apprecirites consistency and continuity of theory ; 
as he p uts it, if you say A, B you m ust say C.  
Oddly enough, his very idealism makes it possible 
for him to put up with materiał conditions and 
arrangements not acceptable to people from the west. 
He is simply mentally superior to these things, or  
at least not so subject to and dependent upon them 
as are we of the western world. Here l ies the ex­
planation of the splendid spirit, <lignity, poise, a nd 
nobility that continues to be characteristic of Poles 
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Gołuchów Castle, Poznania 

form erl y rich and privileged and now impoveri shed 
by the war and post- war conditions. Their culture is 
of the spirit, not material. It is mental, not made i n  
a factory, nor even in  a mint. I t  i s  independent of 
bank balances. 

Thus the good side. The characteristic is not all 
virtue, just as the spirit of tol eration and of democracy 
is not all virtue. But good or bad, this idealism is 
a reality, and it m ust be realized to understand Polish 
culture. This much is cęrtain: it is one of the traits of 
character and culture that make the Pole interesting, 
attractive and admirable. 
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Oddly, indeed, thi s n ation of idealists has produced 
a di sproportionately large number of engineers, many 
distinguished soldiers, and such great scientists as Cop­
ernicu s  and Madame Curie, vocations practical enough. 
The railways and bridges ofpre-war Russia were largely 
lai d out and  built by Polish engineers. A Polish engineer, 
Modjeski, b uilds America 's largest bridges to-day. Pol­
and builds i ts own locomotives and other rolling stock, 
and a 1so exports such products to other countries. 

As to soldiers who combined i dealism and practic­
a l ity , the English speaking world need only be reminded  
of  Sobieski, Kosciuszko and Pułaski and the strategy 
and  work of Marshal Piłsudski which upset and ended 
the Rolshevik invasion of Europe in t 920. 

An intense, even passiona te love ofli berty i s  another 
expression of Polish i dealism, the mea sure of w hich, in 
other years, w as the number of Poles who, w hen part 
of Poland was under Russi a, ended thei r days in the 
mines of Siberia or d ied in the snow on thei r  way there ; 
and to-day i ts measure i s  the deep joy of the Pole 
in h is regained freedom and national i ndependence, 
one good fru it of the World W a r, VVoodro w  Wilson's 
(dforts, the l'reaty of Versailles, and the Pole's own 
hard work. 

This section is longer than others because the theme 
is so important in the study of the culture and character 
of the PolA. It should he a w hole book. Idealism ; the 
helief that ideals w ill prevai l  over brute force ; dev-
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o tion to princip le ;  v i sion of the future ; h igh valua Lion 
of spiritual considerations; relative indifferenre to the 
mate rial situation ; enjoyrn ent of th i nking ; joy in ideas ;  
the quest of  the ideal ; the habit  of  forming ideas and 
of s triving after their realization ;  here a rc the roots 
of much that Poland was, is, and shall be. Jt helps one 
to understand her fa ults and her fa i lures, her sufferings 
and her su rviving, her splendid achievemenLs and her 
ab id ing worth . 

The na Lure of the idealism of a na t ion is ind icated 
in no small rneasure by the kind of people to w bom it 
bui lds rnonurnenls . The most conspicuous monum ents 
in W arsa w a re built i n  rnemory of men w bose achieve­
ments were in the realrn of in tellect and idealisrn, m1me­
ly, Copernicus the astronom er, Mickiewicz the poet­
patriot and Chopin the musician .Two otherrn onuments 
wh ich at tract attention are erected in mernory of th e 
king who brough t the capital to W a rsaw, Sigismund III, 
and to Prince Joseph Poni atowski, one of Napoleon's 
marshals, who in the Polish rnind represen ts the idea 
of th e Pol i sh s truggle to shake off th e domination 
of Austria, Prussia and l\ussi a .  A less conspicuous 
monument i s  that to K ing John Sobieski who in  1 683 
raised the Si ege of Vierma, turned back the Turks 
and saved Chris ternlom from a great Moharnmedan 
inu ndation. 

Poland 's heroes are heroes in the real m of ideal istic 
achievement. 
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Room in the Royal Castle, W'arsaw 

RELIGI ON 

Th is is a religio us  na tion. I know of no other just 
like it, and I h ave travelled extensively on three con­
tinents, m ost of my adult life having been spent outside 
of my horn eland. By religion I mean fundamental atti ­
tude toward God and special practices based upon that 
attitude, rather than morals, for the Poles are neither 
mare maral nor less so than the English or the Amer­
icans. But  in the rnatter of religion in Poland, the 
elernents that at once appear to one are: a general 
respect for religion, absence both of the ra w atheism 
and conternpt for religion one sornetimes finds else-

38 



Wilanów Pałace 

where, frank expressionand reality of faith, large church 
attendance, and decency oflife and deportment. Practic­
ally all Poles are Catholics, using the word Pole here to 
designate race and not nation, for in this latter sense 
there are, of course,Poles vv ho a re of German,Ruthenian, 
and Jewish origin .  But the Poles of pure Polish blood 
are almost all Cathol ics. 

Now, I happen to have seen a good deal of five great 
Catholic countries in Europe and I know something of 
the rest, and, of course, know something about North 
and Latin A merica. Based on this know ledge my con­
viction i s  firm that the Poles are the great Catholic 
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n a tio n ;  by the tests of l oyalty to the i r C h u rch, fa i th­
fuln ess to i ts ord inances, s incerity of fa i th, and reali ty 
of devotion, al l  with a n  absence of bigotry a nd 
i n tolera nce. 

Such a generalization n eeds qualification a n d  elab­
oration m o re tha n there is space for here, but a fter all 
necessary lirn itations  and deductions the s tate m ent w il l  
still stand. F o r  i nsta nce, o n e  m ust dist ingu i�h between 
the fai th and practice o f  th e peasants on  on e hand a n d  
those of the educa ted classes o n  th e o t  her. They a re not  
the sam e. And cognizancc m ust be tak  e n  of  the fact that 
thousands of the i n telligentsia mai n ta i n  h ut a nom in a  I 
co nnect ion with t hei r Ch urch . But a fter a ll possi ble 
n egative points h av e  been p resen ted, the fac t  re m a i n s  
t h a t  this i s  a religious people a n d  very w h o l eso m el y  so. 

To be specific : the eh urches, both u rban and ru ral ,  
are full on Snn d ays and holidays, though i n  spi te of 
the cold northe rn w in te r Lhey a re as  a ru l e  n o t  h eated. 
D uring thes(• services the attitud e of the people is  rev­
erential  a n d  real. T h e re is a fai r  n ut 11ber of re1 ig ious 
holidays a n d  on th ese there a re al ways religious p ro­
cessions, so m e times great and m agn i ficent on es. Vas t  
pilgri m ages visit e h  u rch es a n d  s h  r i  n c s  b e d el speciall y 
sacred, atten d e d  chief'l y by peasa n ts a n d  city work i nµ; 
people, but often w i Lh a s pr i n k l i ng of t h e  u p per cla sses.  
Fields and roads a re Jotted w i th dedica ted sh rines  and 
crosses and these a re  11ot treated w i t  h i n d i fference .  Ha ts 
a re re rn ovcd whil e passing chu rc h es. In rural parts the 

40 



o l d  rei i g i o u s  sa l u tat ions a re w i d  c l  y used, t h <-� most  
common o n e  bei ng, 'J  2sus  C h rist be pra i sed', with its 
a ns wer, 'For ages a n d  ages'.  

But here a lso we lr nve th e m aterials  fo r a book a n d  
n ot for a sectio n .  I n deed, this d escri pti on o f  t h e  part 
rel i gi on p lays i n  Polish cultu re is fo r too brief, o rn i tti n g  
the w o r k  of th e greut rn o n asti c o rd c rs, genera l  rel ig iom; 
e d u ca tion i n  the sch ools, t h e  rn o ra l  a u th o ri ty of the 
Church , a  nd i ts h el pful chari ties.'l' h c  Protestant Ch u rch , 
stro n g  c hiefl y  a rnong Poles of G erma n  a ncestry b u t 
l oya l l y  Pol i sh ,  w o ul d  a l so need exte n siv e treat m ent i n  
a n y  fu l l  cl i scussion ,  a s  wou l d  the O r th odox a n d  U n i ate 
C h u rch es. B ut th ese l atLer  two a re l i tt l e fou nd i n  the 
Vistula-Balti c regions, th e c u l t u ra l  a rea m ost i n  rn i nd 
i n  t h e  p re pa ra ti o n  of th i s  n rt i cl e. 

INDIVIDUALISM 

Something in t >o l. i sh nature, b i s to ry ,  a n d  e n vi ro n ­
m ent h a s  ten d ed t o  m ak e  Pol e s  i nd i  vid u a lists. They 
a re not pro u d  of th i s, a n d  see i t  as a n a t i o n a l  fa ult. B u t  
i t  i s  a n  el e m en t a n d  factor i n  Polish cu l t u re a n  cl n i  ust b e  
included i n  ou r i n v entory, be i t  good or ba d .  Ho wever, 
i t  h as i ts good si de. I t i s  und oub ted l y  i n  pa r t  the basis o f  
the fa c t  th a t  t h e  Po les a re such a d i fferen t, va ried,  a n d  
interesti n g  people.  

But t h ro ugh a ll Polish h i s to r y  Poli sh i nd i v i d ua l is rn 
h a s  been a distu rbing fa ctor, ma k i ng i t  h a rd to secu re 
w i de < ·o-o perati on , gro u p  cleci si o n , sub m i ss ion to specifi c 
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proposals and rulings, even in matters vitally affecting 
the very li fe of the nation. Too often, each Pole w ants 
to be his own law. It js not that he wan ts all others to 
do his way or accept his  plan ; he merely wishes to b e  
free to plan a n d  accept for himself. Dealing with young 
Poles to-day one often sees their inherited individualism 
and their modern conviction as to team work and co­
operation in conflict.The growth of group work i n social 
organizations such as the Boy Scouts and the YMCA is 
hel ping develop a new techn ique of working together. 

However, individualism gives life a charming var­
iety. The average male Pole wears the hat and coat he  
happens to  like and  not  necessarily the one  m omen­
tarily in style elsewhere. He has a fine spiritual indepen­
dence not eas i ly b eat dow n  by 'everyb ody is doing it'. 
He is not greatly disconcerted on b eing told nobody else 
thinks or does so. He b elieves in his own private right 
to think and do, and th e trait is by no means all fault. 



CHAPTER 6 

PERSONAL CULTURE 

INTELLECTUALITY 

The Slavs are a serious racial group, and their intel­
lectual equipment often strikes one as superior. The 
general level of conversation is h igher and more intel­
lectual than in the west and mental life seems to be 
richer. The Poles have not the general mechanical and 
manuał skill that som e uations have; at least their native 
tendencies have not thus far pushed them into a high 
technical civilization ; but with their fine mental parts 
one is often deeply irnpressed. The m ost observable 
evidence is a wide range ofintellectual activity, ageneral 
interest among the educated classes in bistory, art, l iter­
ature, music, philosophy, and such things, with no 
thought of acting 'high brow'. Conversation is by no 
means limited to the w eather, business, sport, and cur­
rent politics. 

Let me give two sim ple illustrations. Walking along 
a country road with a peasant who had worked up into 
a w ider life, he turned to me and asked, ' M r. Super, 
w hat do you think of Hegel ? '  During seven years in 
a large university in America no one but my philosophy 
professor had even mentioned him. Luckily my profes­
sor had, and I was able to preserve my peasan t friend 's 
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respect fo r th e w cst by h a v i ng a n  o pin i o n  of H egel 
and being a ble to express i t. O ne n ight a grou p  of six 
o r  seven garden-va rie ty y o un g  Poles were in my h o m e  
for a socia l t i m e  togeth er, a n d  l raised a p roblem i n  -
yes, a n d  these were m e n  - aestheti cs ! They tack1ed 
it, and worked on it  fo r an h our.  A nd so through 
m ost of Polish l ife where ver wh i te collars are worn . 
Perhaps th e peasants a re so a lso. I do n ot k n o w .  But 
I know thei r  sons, a nd they h ave b o th good b rain s a n d  
deep i nterests. 

That leads directl y to ano th er aspect of Polish post­
w a r  c ul ture t h e  rep1enishi n g  and refreshi ng of the 
upper classes w ith fi n e  m ateria},  hoth physical a n d  m en­
tal,  frorn the h itherto l ess p r ivileged classes ,chiefly the 
peasants. I t seerns to m e  that a sort of stock renewal is 
in p rocess. Th is process has al ways bee n in operation 
h ere, due Lo an a n c1 en L  eustom of granti n g  the social 
statu s of gentry to whole villages the inhabitants of 
which had ren de red d is t inguish ed servi ce in battle ; b u t  
s i nce Lh e w a r  a sort  of  n e w  li beration both of body a n d  
of spirit h a s  t a k  e n  place and people of qui  te  s i m  p l e  orig i n  
a rc w i rming a n d  filling p l a ces o f  high a n d  w i d e  oppor­
t u n i  ty.Th is i s a  very vvholesorn e cultural trend .The post­
w a r  o pen i ng of new doors to pE�asa nt men a n d  w o m e n  
o f  superio r  p a r ts i s  fru itful a nd promising I know 
person ally and well sorn e of these h opeful entrants 
in to h igher social levels. I t is good for them a n d  i t 
w ill strength en the n ati o n .  
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H ere I w an t to speak very h i gh ly of a n  i nsti tution 
m uc h  abused b y  those who k n o w  l i ttl e about i t  a n d  its 
results - cornpulsory m ilitary serv ice .  l t s  con tributio n  
t o  raising the cul tural l evel o f  l h e  rn o re reta rded peas­
a nts is so grea t and obvious as to ou t w e i g h  a 11 that rn ay 
be said aga i nst it. Here a re h u m b l e  young peasants from 
backward areas, say the eastern provin ces, for over a cen­
tury p u rposely h eld back a n d  kept i n i g n o nmce by the 
Russia n  auth orities who bad seized th is Pol i sh ter­
ritory. Crude, coa rse, a wk wa rd, u n d i sci plined, they go 
into the arrn y  fo r th eir eighteen m o nths  of se rvice. 
W hat a change is wrought !  Splendidly worth w h i l e  ! 

These y oung m e n  go ba ck to thei r o] d ho m es as com­
plete l y  m a de over personalities. They h ave travel led 
and seen h i gher cultu re, learned to read and w rite a n d  
figure, been taught si m ple lessons of o rder, h ygiene, 
d iscipline, cleanliness and civi c resp onsib i l i ty .  'fh i s  i s  
a cultural gai n o f  the h i ghest value t o  th e n at i o n . 

GRACE OF LIFE 

The Pole's n at ura1 idealism, ro m antic is rn ,  to1 e r­
ation,  taste, a n d  men tal parts co m h i n e  to p ro vide a pec­
u l i a rly graceful soci al atmosp here. T w o  vis i t s  t o  .Tapan 
and half-a-d ozen to Fronce h ave fa m i l i a ri zed me w i th 
the socia l  graces of the two nations whi ch a re ge nerally 
k n o w n  to h ave done m ost to cultivate su ch qu abties. 
T h e  correspondi n g  Poli sh soci a l  circl es h a ve a m o re 
sincere n ote, an even deeper grace. lt i s  h a rd to sta te 
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Łazienki Pałace, Warsaw 

the details whic h  go to make up an atmosphere and 
impression. The way the thing is <lone probably s igni­
fies more than the thing itself. Its elements are cour­
tesy, <l ignity, physical grace, cousideration, and basie 
forms. These latter are easily stated. 

For instance. Even old friends greet each other res­
pectfully. Men take off their h ats to men as well as to 
wo men, and al ways remove them in stores and shops 
as well as in offices ; the hands of women are kissed in 
a most reverentia! and s incere manner; you al ways rise 
to speak to people w ho are standing; 'plea se' is ever on 
the lips, and 'thank-you '  generally replaces 'no' .  Age 
and seniority are important considerations, and an older 

46 



The Royal Castle un the Wawel Hill, Cracow 

person, a woman, a guest, or one of higher position in 
life is always given the place on the right, walking, sit­
ting, or standing. These seem like little things, but how 
a little oil does i m prove the running of the machinery ! 
Such customs smooth social contacts and give life an air 
of grace, <lignity, and kindness. 

Th is is no new thing. In 1 5 7 3 the Pol es elected 
Henry of Valois King of Poland and sent a delegation 
to Paris to notify bim of his election. The elegance of 
costume, manner, and language of this Polish delegation 
put the French, who rightly considered themselves cul­
tured, to shame, and they so testified . The leader of the 
Poles was John Zam oyski, and a word about bim as a re-
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prese n tati ve Pole o f  Lhe six leenth ce n t u ry w i ll  t h ro w  
l ight o n  o l d  Poland.  After exper io nce as  a page i n  the 
Cou r t  of Fra nce a n d  s tudies i n  Germ a ny, he went  to 
Padua i n  Jtaly to study . There h e  soon beca m e  a leading 
studen t, w rote a d isti ngu ishod treatise on the H. o rn a n  
Senate, a n d  was el ected H. ecto r o f  the U niversity ; al l 
w hile still in his earl y t wenties. l\ eturn i ng to Pol arni he 
was m a de secretary to th e king, spon t th ree years putting 
the roy al a rchives i nto classified and catalogued ord e r, 
a n d  l ater heca rn e  Cro wn C h nncell o r. He d ist inguish od 
h i mself as a soldier and s tates m a n .  \V hile i n  t he field 
with th e army he conti n u ed his writing of a Lati n  
r h e toric. His  correspon d ence, copies of wh i ch l possess, 
is i n La Li n, a n d  h i s  p riva Le secreta ry w ro te th e s tory of 
his chief's l i fo i n  Lati n ; a copy of th is is one of m y  treas­
u res, as is also a n  origi n n l  d ocument signe d and sealed 
by h i rn ,  for 1 greatly aclmi re thi s  fine representative of 
the cul t u re of si xteenth century Pol a n d .  

SELF-C RITI CISM 

A m ong th ernsel ves a n d  with fo reig n e rs whom they 
trust th e Pol es i ndulge in a great deal of sel f-crit i cism . 
Sl avs a re naturally m editati ve a n d  i n t rospecti v e, a n d  i n  
their self-exa m i n ation thei r fa ults b y  n o  m eans esca pe 
thei r notice.  This h ab i t. of depreci ation of Lhemselves 
cou l d  well be a v i r tue were jt  not carried too for ;  as  it 
is, t h i s  phase of th e i r  mentalit y is freq uently a source 
of weakn ess, resulting in an altoge ther  un due l a ck of 
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confidence in thei r o vvn qua l i ties and forces. It must 
be adm itted, however, that it is a fault not hard to 
forgive, - m uch rnore easily forgiven than its reverse 
would be. 

One result of their self-cri ticisrn i s, that when one 
wishes to  discuss the faults of the Poles he need only 
use their own catalogu e and  descriptions; he need, and 
indeed can, say noth ing aga i n st them which th ey have 
not already said about themselves. 

· 

What a re sorn e  of the self-accusations most often 
heard ? 

1 .  'We are individualists, and f ind i t  hard to co­
operate. So mehow, we l ack a sort of cement  that would 
bind us together. Each of us has his o vv n  pla n and idea 
and these we find it hard to surrender ' .  

When I first carne  to Poland short. l y  after the war 
a Pole w ho la ter becarne  M i ni ster ofSocial vVel farecame 
to me and said th at to  help m e  in my vvork he would 
like to give me a little insight into Pol ish psychology. 
'Do not cal l  ten of u s  together and ask us what to do', 
he sai d .  'Explain you r pla n  and  assign each m an his 
duties. Do not ask us for our plan, for we will have ten 
plans, each man his o vvn'. And then he quoted the fa­
rnous say ing. 'two Poles, th ree opi nions'. 

No better ill ustration of thi s  i nd ivi d u a1 i sm coul d 
be found th an  a national election, w li P n  fonn erly ove r  
thirty parti es prepared lists o f  c;rn d i <la tes.  H ard to co­
operate indeed. 
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Harvcst in Western Poland 

My m ost recent experience with thi s  self-criticism 
was the following. 'W e  are lik e sand', sai d  this friend 
to me, 'units not easily held together ; we a re not like 
clay, easily m oulded i nto a united mass'. Perhaps no 
fa ult of the Pole distresses him more than this, which 
worries him a great deal.  Yet when great national and 
social crises arise there is all  the unity that is  needed. 
They rally to a standard and to a ca use and in that find 
a real social cement. 

2. 'W e  are a wfully unpunctual'. You surely are. 
lt  seems to me that I have shed buckets of tears over 
this fault of yours, friend Pole, and the end is not yet. 
Your unpunctuality has led me to revise an old pro-
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Harvest in Eastern Polan d 

verb so that it now runs, 'Punctuality is the thief of 
ti m e'. 

There is a national eustom of observing 'the acad­
emic quarter-of-an-hour', the professor's right of being 
fifteen minutes late in arriving at his  lecture room . 

I t is not only a m atter of meetings and engagem en ts; 
it applies to the delivery of goods and the completion of 
work. While his individ ualism grieves the Pole, it is his 
unpunctuality that grieves the foreigner. 

3.  'We blaze up like a straw fire and as qui ckly die 
out'. As a rnatter of fact I doubt if they are worse 
than otherpeople in this:respect. It was a New Englander 
whom I fi rst heard say of himself, ' I  a m  a good starter', 
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w i th its i m  plication that h e  soon stopped.  T b e  very 
fact that the Pol e so d islikes to be 'a straw fire' usuall y  
keeps h im f r o m  beco m ing e nthu siasti c t o o  soo n and qui t­
ti n g too q uickly. A n d  I w a n t to a sk th e  Po1 e if it was s tra w­
fi re quality that k e pt h i m  l oyal to th e i dea of freedo m 
a n d  of natio nali ty d u ring th e long dark n i n eteenth 
centu ry of his ca pti vity, w h e n  h i s  hlood dyed the paths to 
Siberia red a n d  his b o d y  ro tted i n Siberia n  pr ison m i n es.  

To these th ree self-i n dictme n ts of  the Pole, three 
oth ers need to be a d d ed w hich trouble foreigners not 
a l itt1 e. 

4.  Lack of p recisi on and finish in w ork m a nshi p .  In 
expert c ircles this does not a pply ; l have o ften a d m i re<l 
th e f ine work rn an s h i p  i n th e ra i l  wa y passenger cars 
turned out by a \V arsa w fi rrn . But irnmy of th e ordin a ry 
work m e n  are less careful th a n  the workme n of the west 
i n  giving th e i r  p roducts the fin a l  f inish a western m a n  
expects . 

5 .  D isorder. The Pole is p e rso n ally cl ean of body 
and clothing, a n d  in th i s  respect h e  has a fi n e  prid e, but 
h is d esk and room and y ard d o  not exh i b it a n  extension 
of the sam e  q u ality . He is too freq uentl y  i n d i fferent i n  
h is care o f  property, n e w  b uildings for i nstance. Perhaps 
thi s  i s  d ue to fa ul ty early home tra i ning. But a contrib­
uto ry ele m ent in the s ituation is a farmer general lack 
of a nything corresponding to o u r  American magazin es 
d ealing w ith good housekeeping, th e p ra c tica1 conduct 
of l ife, and hom e m aki ng. And a nother elem ent is that 
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cha rncteristic Slavon ic tendency to be ind i fferent Lo 
materiał th ings. Anyhow, good housekeeping and 
order is not the great national v i rtue. 

6. In direct met hods The A nglo-Sax on lik es open and 
direct dea l ing. The way of the O riental i s  myster ious .  
Th e Pole comes i n  between . He rather dislikes d i rect 
deal i ng and prefers m ore i ndirect rn ethods. Perhaps his 
long subjection to foreign powers has deepened or even 
produced t h i s  characteristic. I do not here refer to hon­
esty and  d ishonesty. As the general d i rector of a l arge 
organization with Polish personnel  J r nndling hun dreds 
of thousands of doll a rs 1 have found them fully as hones t 
as other fol k .  M y  reference is to th e general m a nage­
ment of rnatters. We A mericans go to the front door and 
knock. A Pol e pre fers first to firn] out th rough a friend i f  
the  a pp roach through the front door will be  successfu1. 
The fact tha L he ha tes to be put i n  an em barrassing 
posi tion or suffer rebuff, or Jose 'face' as the Chinese say, 
partly exp la ins this trait. It i s  no sin, but i t  som etimes 
annoys foreigners, just as our m ore direc t ways annoy 
the Pole. 

WOMEN AND CULTURE 

People from abroad w ho come to know Poland, 
even superficially, are usualy i mpressed with the place 
of women i n  the dai ly life of the nation, and as they 
learn more of the bistory of the cou ntry, they fin d  
that all through the centur ies women h ave played a n  
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important role i n  the management of affairs and in 
the development and preservation of the national 
spirit. 

One seeks the reason for this. Seeing the peasants 
one is for the m om ent misled by the toil of the women 
in the fields and their heavy back-borne b u rdens as  
they carry their garden and dairy prod uct in to the city 
and town ma rkets. But  what one at first considers a s  
contradiction� one later sees is a confirrnation. For the 
peasant w oman is not a slave and a beast of burden. She 
is a competent and equal sharer in the heavy duties of 
l ife. In the first place she is physically qualified for it, 
for purely from the animal point of view she is on the 
average more strongly and solidly built than  the men, 
a perfectly obvious fact for which I have been able to 
secure no explanation. And in the second place she is 
spiritually and mentally and morally qualified for this 
broad sharing of life's duties ; her wisdom, econom y, 
and devotion are consequential elements in the l ife of 
the nation. 

Therefore respect for women is a basic fact in Polish 
l ife, and their  parti cipation in harvesting and marketing 
is not evidence against thi s  respect but at once cause 
and proof of it and a demonstration of her worthiness. 
It is a recognition of her fu l l  eq uality. 

In the earlier days when the men went to war, she 
was of course left at home in charge. During the long 
dark years of foreign oppression it was the women in 



the hom e  w ho kept the forbidden Pol i sh language a l ive 
and who brough t up the children in their a ncestral trad­
ition and faith. To-day they enter the universities to 
the extent of a lmost one-third of the student body, enjoy 
the vote, and serve in parliament, the senate, and in the 
ministries.Their q ualification forthis part no one doubts. 
The extent to which they spiritual ly supplement and 
reinforce the men is a fact and a factor in the welfare 
of the nation. 



Clmrch of t:he 1-/oly Virgin , Cracow 

The Church of the Holy Virgin is the most beautiful specirnen of red brick 

Gothic sty l e  in Poland. Its building w a s  started in the first half ot t h e  t h i rteenth 

century. The h ig h  al . tar was carved in linden woocl  b y  Wit Stwosz between 1460 
and 1480 a1Hl is considered to be one of the finest pieces of Renaissance wood­

carving in Europe. The interior of the church was decorated in polychro m e  b y  

J o h n  Matejko, t h e  famous Pol ish h istorical painter. T h e  high e r  of i ts two towers 

is 250 feet above the street ; t here is a sen try box at the top, from w hich t h e  

tradition a l  lll'jnał (a beautifu l. bugle c a l l )  i s  b l ow 1 1  every hour. 



CHAPTER 7 

SOCIAL CLASSES 

One m ust see social  classes i n  Pola n d  to-day agai n st 
the background of th e Mid dle Ages and subse q uent evo­
l ution.  This is too b i g  a them e for the l i m i t s  of  th i s  pa m ­
phlet, b ut a fe vv  essential facts are soon a n d  easily stated. 
I n  the s i x teenth cen tury vv e  fin d  th e pop u l at i on of 
Poland composed a bout a s  foll o vvs : a l a rge peasantry 
att ach ed to th e so i l ,  a very l a rge la n d e d  gen tr:y vv h o  
w ere, w ith their reta i n ers, Polan d's k nighthood in 
t ime of w a r, a n d  at the top a l i m i ted n u m ber of very 
ri ch m agnates. The a ristocracy of t h i s  lP-gal dem ocracy, 
a republic w i th an el ected king, w ere the magnates 
and the ri�h er a n d  more cultu red l a n do vv n ers. Between 
th e gentry and the peasants there was no rea l u rban 
middle  class. 

The magnates a nd gen try com bin ed to l egislate 
against th e cit i es, and th e result was an agricultural 
civilizati on, w i th an urban class d evel oping under great 
legal a n d  social  h a n d ica ps and com posed to no small 
degree of non- Pol ish elem ents. A fter the pa rti tions  of 
P ola nd and d uri n g  the nin eteenth cen tu ry, w h en ot her 
c o untries were developing a l a rge and i ntelligent 
m i d d l e  class, Pola n d  was d o i n g  no s uch thi ng for 
foreign d o rn i n a t i on a n d  pol i ti cal a n d  e d u cati o n a l  
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restnct10ns prevented it. The m iddle class is a social 
grouping produced and nurtured by democracy, free­
dorn, and education. 

Is it not an axiom to-day that the middle classes are 
the backbone and hope of a nation, a class composed 
of higher artisans, manufacturers, merchants, the pro­
fessional classes, and ow ners of medium sized farrns?  But 
that is just the class that Poland, until 1 9 1 9, could do 
little to produce. Its absence is observed and regretted 
by all students of the Polish social s ituation. 

THE NEW MIDDLE CLASS 

Since the war this class has grown, fed by several 
influenc.es. The rich landowners have lost their wealth. 
Consider this : 90  per cent. of the capital of Poland was 
destroyed during the war, when its area to the extent 
of 8 7 per cent. was the scene of battle. This situation 
has  enriched the middle class by an influx from above. 
Universal education and good universities where living 
is not expensive have brought thousands of the proletar­
iat and peasantry into the educated classes, enriching 
the middle class, now called the intelligentsia, from 
more basie sources. Gradually a m ost regrettable social 
vacuum is being filled, and with good solid m ateriał. 
This unheralded fact is one of Poland's most important 
gains from the war. 

T'he situation to-day then is this : a rich, powerful, 
and selfish aristocracy is i n  post-war Poland a thing of 
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the past. A middle class jutelligentsia is growing up, 
fed with culture from one direction and poten tialities 
from another. A n increasing industry is developing a 
working class superior to that of before the war. The 
lower middle class, small rnerchants, is becoming more 
numerous. The peasantry, notwithstanding great pov­
erty due to the world-wide agricultural depression, 
is on a much higher cultural level than in all its bistory. 
And all these wholesome tendencies are supported 
and stimulated by freedom, restored national life, and 
universal education. Growing assurances of prolonged 
peace with Russia and Germany give these tendencies 
a hopeful future. 

Which leads me to reflect upon w hat great storms 
have swept this country since 1 9 1 4, and the calm and 
dignity with which it  now rides the sea of international 
affairs, great hands at the helm and order within the 
ship, sound social tendencies rn oving toward their goal 
of a better life for all the people. 

The centre and focus of culture in old Poland was 
the l anded gentry class. To-day it is passing over into 
the cities, and apparently the i ntelligentsia, that new 
social order of the twentieth century, are to be the 
bearers of the toreb of civilization and progress. The 
class, in terms of the long view, is historically new, 
mentally able, physically sound, and possesse<l of the 
best rnoral quality of the period. 



A f orest road 

T h e  norlh-eastern pa rt of Polanri was once a c01 1 n t 1·y of forests. Though largely 

cleared to-day, t h ey s1 i l l  cover l arg•� areas  and add ch ann to the Polish la ndscape. 



CHAPT E H  8 

POLITICAL EVENTS AND CULTURE 

For those w ho l ike  bistory it is a fasci nati ng thing 
to take the grea t pol itical ev ents a n d  ci rcu mstances i n  
th e l i fe of a n ation a nd see how they have affected 
culture. ln 1 3 8 6  th e Polish Queen J adwiga married the 
Lithuanian Gra n d  Duke Jagiełło and u n i  ted the two 
countries u n der one  dynasty. Th e u nion was made 
more exten sive i n  1 4 1 3 and brough t to a final  corn plete 
m e rging of the two ] a nds a n d  n at ions in 1 5 6 9 .  Ti11 that 
ti m e  there had been tw o capita1s, W iln o i n  the north­
east for Lithuania, a n d  Cra cow in th e south for Pol and 
proper. Cracow had fro m the fourteen th century been 
a vital cultural centre as  we11 as the focus of pol it ica l  
activity. N o w  th at the tvvo nations were real 1 y  one, two 
cap ital s  were no lo nger nece�sa ry, and a rnore central 
city, W a rsa w, beca rn e  th e sea t of the ki n gs and of the 
govern m e n t  in  1 5 9 6 .  

T w o  major  effects upon the cult u re o f  this  pa rt of 
Europe resulted fro m the a bove events. The fi rst was th e 
Christi a n i zat ion  of hith erto paga n  Li th uan i a, and th e 
second th e a ri si ng of a n  enti rely ne w cen tre of cultu ral 
life i n  t h e  at t hat  t i me n ot i m po rta n t  city of W a rsaw, 
h e nceforth and tmtil lo-day t h e  pol it ica l  h ea rt of th e 
n atio n  a nd i ncreasingly th e focal poi nt of i ts culture. 
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The last king of Poland, Stanislas Augustus ( 1 7  64-
1 7 9 5), w bose reign witnessed the three partitions of 
1 7 7 2, 1 7 9 3  and 1 7 9 5  and Poland's final downfall, was 
a man of superior intellectual and artistic parts. To 
indicate the cultural influences of his admi nistration 
and leadership it is sufficient to m ention his appointing 
the first European national board of education, 1 7 7 3, 
his founding of royal potteries, his famous Thursday 
dinners for the intellectuals  of his day, the building of 
beautiful ł„azi enki Palace in Warsaw, and the reform 
constitution of 1 7 9 1 .  His reign was poli tically unfortun­
ate, but the intellectual enlightenment whi ch eman­
ated from his court was of value in the life of the nation. 

AFTER VIENNA, 1815 

Poland's unhappy destiny was sealed for a century 
by the 1 8 1 5  Treaty of Vienna. The shrinking liberties 
of the three dismernbered parts of the country and the 
despair of the nation prepared the soil for the arising 
of a school of national poets, Mickiewicz, Krasiński, and 
Słowacki, whose writings contributed m ightily to the 
preserving and arousing of the spirit of the people. W hat 
these men did with the pen, Matejko and for the same 
reason did w ith the brush ; and so far as I know there 
is no other nation which has from one hand so vigorous 
and authentic a series of paintings displaying the great 
events of its history for the reinforcing of the national 
spirit. The next great artist to carry on this work was 
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Henry Sienkiewicz, through the medium of the histor­
ical nove1, whose Quo Vadz·s is much less i rnportant 
to the Poles than are the books of his Trilogy, stories 
of seventeenth century Poland. The fourth of the fruits 
of the l oss of liberty was the Cracow school of historians, 
who sought in histori e prose to reveal to the people the 
causes and the meaning of their captivi ty. 

After Poland bad several tim es risen in armed at­
tempts to shake off R ussian rule the authorities in St. 
Petersburg adopted the policy of trying to divert the at­
tention of the Pol es from politics by giving them abund­
ant opportunity for entertainment and amusement. To 
this end they subsidized the theatre and the opera in 
Warsaw, encouraged musical organizations and large 
concert halls, and i n  general created an environment 
favourable to the development of the best forms of cul t­
ural entertainment. Though the Russians  certai nly bad 
no interest in promoting Polish culture and indeed took 
ot her measures against its spread, their policy relative to 
occupying the minds and time ofthe restless Poles direct­
ly furthered the development of m usic, the drama, and 
the fine arts in general. The result i s  that to- day Warsaw 
stands high in all these art forms, with first class opera , 
two large theatres of the first rank, severa I good smaller 
ones, a fine large Philharmonic Hall, a good museum 
of national paintings, and other accessories of culture 
brought forward from the R ussian rule and owing some­
thing to it, though in the indirect way here indicated. 
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Górlru Lake 

POLISH MESSIANISM 

Poland's a wfu l sufferings u nder Austria, Prussia and 
chiefly R ussia led to the formulation i n  Po li sh thou ght 
of the i dea of Pol ish M essian isrn , the th eory that Poland 
was th e crucified nation and tha t such national cruci­
fixion m ust indicate a spi ritual m ission to the rest of the 
world. This m ission was never thought of as political. 
Its essential character was cultural and more particul­
arly, sp i ritua1, h avi ng to do w it h  the welfare of man's 
chara cter and the salvation of his spirit. 

Thi s  Messianic p hi l osophy of Pol an d's bis tory and 
destiny was natura lly never extensively held,  but it was 
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Zalwpane and the Tatra Mountains 

taught by infJ uential personsan'd it colouredthe thought 
even of those who never accepted it as a work ing for-­
mula . Now Poland is free. Though it has just half the 
territory it held before the first partition of 1 7 7 2, it is 
still a large country, 1 5 0,0 0 0  square rniles in area, and 
the home of over 5 3,000,000  inhabitants, a nation 
growing by the a ddition of 5 00,0 0 0  souls every year. It 
has  quietly risen to world esteem and European power 
since the war. The dernonstrated strength of its inter­
national relations, its interna] peace and consolidation 
have contributed to this  rnerited respect. Its recent 
treaties of non-aggression with Russia and Germany, 
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the constructive part it has played in the League of 
Nations, and its obvious position as the keystone of 
peace in Eastern Europehavegained Poland recognition 
as a great power. It is proper to ask what is this nation's 
conception of its place in the world. 

Long the victim of expanding empires, its gaol is 
neither expansion nor empire. Torn by war as  was no 
other nation, it  certainly has no longings in that direc­
tion. The heart and soul of Poland's a mbition is to 
preserve and enjoy peace, to contribute worthily to 
the enlightenment and culture of the world, first by 
developing and enriching its own civi1ization and then 
offering to others such of its fruits as they m ay deem 
useful to them. A tinge of the old Messianic idea colours 
the ideals of the men of to-day, though it fin.ds much 
less romantic and mystical form. Yet a trace of it is 
there. The Pole desires to rule no country but his o wn, 
cares to impose nothing of his upon others, to infringe 
on the rights of no man's territory or spirit. But as far 
as he can, he would like to make high use of what he 
has, improve both himself and his nation, and play 
a useful, constructive, worthy part in the intellectual, 
spiritual, social, and political culture of the modern 
world. Both his bistory and his personal worth qualify 
him for such a role. 



CHAPTER 9 

CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS 

The most obvious of all cultural institutions is the 
elementary school sys tem . Suffice it to say here that 
95 per cent. of the children of school age are enrolled i n  
the schools, that 1 5  per cent. o f  the national budget goes 
for public education, and that the 1 2  institutions of uni­
versity grade enroll som e  5 0,0 0 0  students, of whom 
1 9,000  are studying i n  Warsaw.  For these figures I am 
indebted to  Professor H. ornan Dyboski of  Cracow Uni­
versity, m ost brill iant and illuminating of all commen­
tators on Polish life through the medi um ofthe English 
language, w bose recent book Poland, published by 
Benn in England and by Scribners in Arn erica, is beyond 
all doubt the best single book on Poland ever written 
in English, and whose contributions to The Slavonic 
Review always throw broad floods of light upon vvhat­
ever subject relative to Poland this tal ented writer 
chooses as his thern e. Those who wish a detailed account 
of education will find it in his writings. My ovvn purpose 
in this parnphlet is not to describe the educational 
system of Poland but merely to give a foreigner's 
impressions. 

5* 
67 



THE SGHOOLS 

For several years I lectured in the Free University 
of Warsa w on educational methods in America, and to 
get background for my m aterial I studied schools and 
teachers as I found them here. They are progressive, 
eager for new ideas of tested value, seeking to develop 
an educational system clearly related to Poland's con­
ditions and needs, and m aking splendid progress in the 
face of huge problems left over from the formerregimes 
and with both buildings and other educational equip­
ment and a teaching staff so inadequate at the rebirth 
of the republic in November 1 9 1 8  as to daunt the most 
hopeful spirit. To-day normal conditions are being ap­
proached andgood foundations are being la id for generał 
culture in the providing of public education for all the 
children and young people of the nation. I forego the 
temptation of describing some of the fine new and pro­
gressive schools with which I am acquainted, and of 
telling about the Ministry of Education, a visit to w hich 
al ways inspires and encourages me. It is  even harder 
to pass over such subjects as Cracow University, the 
W arsaw Commercial Academ y, and the Polytechnic 
Institute where the stream s  of Poland's long tradition 
of engineering education are fed. 

These m ore formal educational agencies are men­
tioned thus briefly in order to devote the paragraph s of 
this chapter to the less general institutions of enlight­
enment and culture. 
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B OOKS AND LIBRARIES 

Severa! years ago during the sessions of the Internat­
ional Historical Congress in W arsaw there was held in 
the same building an exhibition of books on historical 
subjects printed in the Polish language. Later in a local 
club building there was another exhi bition of Polish 
publications on all subjects and at the same time but 
in another building there was a most interesting display 
of Polish works translated into other languages. These 
three collections� the first of the m  of astounding pro­
portions, gave one an extended foundation for a high 
estirnate of Polish writing on serious subjects. 

No Carnegie has arisen to build large free public 
libraries for Poland, but several ofits great families have 
developed private libraries and rn useum collections of 
such irnportance that with time they have becorne 
housed in fine buildings open to research students. I be­
carne acquainted with the riches of one of these while 
gatheringrnaterialfora life ofits founder,John Zamoyski 
( 1 54 1 - 1 6 0 5), and this same research carried m e  into 
three other palace - library - rnuseums, at Kórnik nea r  
Poznar1, and the Czapski a n d  Czartoryski Museum s  i n  
Cracow. These would b e  a credit t o  the intellectual life 
of any country, as are also the Krasir'1ski Library i n  
Warsaw a n d  the Ossoliński Institute in Lwów. Study­
ing certain aspects of Polish peasant life and native 
culture gave me a personal experience of the va] uable 
collections in other l ibraries and rnuseums, especially 
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the Dzieduszycki Museu m in Lwów and the Silesian 
M useum in Katowice. These which come within m y  
o w n  personal experience b y  n o  means exhaust the list ; 
they merely indicate avenues through which I have 
come to know something of Polish culture, and point 
out a phase of cultural development in the land of w bose 
rn ind I am writing. 

SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 

Come down Sła w ko wska Street with me in Cracow. 
That solid permanent-looking building of the Floren­
tine pałace type on the corner of St. Mark's Street is the 
property and home of the Polish Academy of Science. 
As year by year I become better acquainted with the 
scientific, literary, and historie work of this institut­
ion in the fields both of research and of publication 
my admiration and respect for i,t reach ever higher 
levels. Its list of m embers, i ts achievements, and its 
great library of its own publications give it a h igh 
place in the intellectual world. It is a proud thing for 
any nation to possess sud1 an institution. There are 
other learned societies in Poland, but this one speaks 
for the group.  

Poland a few years ago founded an Academy of 
Letters with its seat in Warsa w.  It is more important 
as a promise than as an achievement but it repres­
ents and indicates a cultural tendency of no small 
significance. 
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PHYSICAL CULTURE 

Of physical culture something need also be said. 
Before the war this was of small im portance in Poland 
a part from the Sok6ł gymnasiums and a few rowing and 
tennis clubs. B ut once post-war Poland was stabilized 
Marshal Piłsudski turned his attention to this vital side 
of life and im portant developments began to m aterialize. 
The YMCA playedan active part in introducingphysical 
education into this county after the war. No w leadership 
lies with a greatnational commission, the State Bureau of 
Physical Education, w ith branches in all th e provincial 
capitals and a worthy trainedleadership. One ofthe chief 
achievements of PUWF (Parłstwowy Urząd Wycho­
wania Fizycznego), as the initials of the bureau appear 
i n  Polish, is the erection of the Central Institute of 
Physical Education near Warsaw, whose plant is said 
to be one of the three largest of this sort in Europe .  

Thus nurtured both by private institutions and a 
national policy, physical education, compulsory in  all 
schools, and sport, eagerly entered into by hoth men 
and women, boys and girls, is in a fai r  way to rebuild 
Polish manhood and womanhood in body and to make 
no inconsidera ble contribution to character and culture. 
Literally every form of sport is in vogue. The lates t rage 
is skiing, to secure the benefits of w hich the winter 
vacation of the elernentary schools has b ee n extended to 
three weeks, and for which Poland 's beautiful Carpath­
ian Mountains provide superlative facilities. 
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RESPECT FOR LEARNING 

Seeking now one final point in w hich to smn up and 
illustrate Poland �s aspirations, attitudes, and achieve­
ments in the matter of culture I choose this fact - th e  
high respect in which learning i s  held and the value 
set upon men who embody it ; and as a vivid illustr­
ation I cite the fact that all three of Poland's post-war 
Presidents were chosen from the ranks of university 
professors. Several of its prime ministers also have been 
professors. Cabinet m inisters are frequently men having 
doctor's degrees indicating higher studies in the field 
of their specialized service. These things are not with­
out significance. Perhaps they bring m y  discussion of 
elern ents of Polish culture as seen by a foreigner to an 
ending much in keeping with m y  theme . 

• 
• • 

If in a pamphlet as unpretentious as thi s, I should 
assign credit to those to whom I am indebted for a 
deeper introduction into Polish culture, let me gladly 
aclmowledge special debt to three persons : Professor 
Dr. Roman Dyboski, whose writings and conversations 
always both inform and inspire me and to whom 
I am under immeasura ble obligations in this field ; 
Professor Dr. VV . .J . Rose, a Canadian formerly long resid­
ent in Poland and a mine of inforrnation ; and M argaret 
L. Super, my wife, an American who shares my interest 
in and enth usi asm for Poland and upon whose research 
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work I am constantly dra wing. Beyond these three 
persons no special names need be mentioned, for they 
become m erged in a total of hundreds of conversations 
with Poles in their homes and in mine, in a large library 
on Polish matters, and num ber less visits to almost every 
corner of the land. 
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